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One of the greatest things about summer is the wide variety of outdoor festivals available to
sample. 

  

One of my favorites is the Panegyri Greek Festival  in Cincinnati, hosted by Holy Trinity St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church.

The first time I experienced Panegyri was in 2008 just after I returned from a trip to the Greek
Islands, when I was eager to relive the culture and culinary delights that had so invigorated my
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senses. Greek pride, Greek food, Greek wine, Greek dancing, Greek hospitality. Honestly, what
could be more fun?

My sister Jenny and I,  along with my husband and friends, have made it an annual tradition to
visit the Panegyri festival, which always takes place during the last full weekend of June.
Located on the western side of Cincinnati in Finneytown, St. Nicholas Church  welcomes
every walk of life to their indoor/outdoor celebration that is sure to entertain people of all ages.

The food , oh the food. I make it a point to try and visit every booth to sample the cuisine, so of
course I enlist the help of my friends for some serious sharing so we can taste without getting
too full. Some favorites are the Lamb Gyros (with extra tzatziki sauce!), the Souvlaki (pork
tenderloin skewers), Pastichio (layered pasta with ground beef and bechamel), Greek Pizza,
Spanokopita and the delicious honey covered Baklava. Of course, these are only some of the
offerings from both inside and outside, so any visitor is sure to find their own favorite food.
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There is also a great tent with Greek wine varietals available by the bottle for you to share withfriends. Not in the mood for wine? Delicious Greek beers like Mythos are available too.

Kids will love the carnival rides, and everyone gets excited by the Greek bouzouki music  alongwith traditional Greek dancers. What's even better is that visitors are encouraged to join in thefun -- group dances, similar to line dances are formed in circles, sometimes several rings deep.No need to know the steps, grab someone's hand and try it yourself. Having fun is the mostimportant part. If you're anything like me, by the time you catch the steps, the song changes!Even if you never catch on to the moves, you will be practically lifted off your feet by themomentum of the crowd. Opa!
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Admission is $2, and children 12 and under are free. The festival runs:Friday, June 22: 5 PM - 11 PMSaturday, June 23 :3 PM - 11 PMSunday, June 24: 1 PM - 8 PMOther Ohio Greek festivals:Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church , Steubenville, OHStarts June 12 St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church , Rocky River, OHStarts June 21 St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church , North Royalton, OHStarts July 19 *Some photos used by permission from St. Nicholas Church
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http://www.holytrinitystb.org/calendar/
http://www.saintdemetriosrr.org/
http://www.stpaulgoc.org/index.php?id=90

